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THK HKBBA8KA BILL.A SOKPB18E llf-
TSNDKD.

it it) understood that tho conspirator* who
have been working so hard for the repeal of the

Missouri Compromise, have matured a plan
for effecting thoir object next Monday. A
new Bill, embracing thin object, is to be Hprung
upon tho House; the member to whose caro

it is intrusted, m recognimsd by the Speaker:
on motion, a mwjority dispenses with the usual
order of proceeding**; tho Hill in read twice,
anJ, under the operation of tho piovioua ques-
tiou, ordered to be engrossed for a third read¬
ing; and at last it is forced through, without
debate, examination, or time for amendment.
The Bill will be divested of Clayton's and

Badger's amendment*, and be modified in it«
verbiage, ho aa to afford a pretext for the wa»
vering or dishonest, to vote for it, and thon, if
necessary, plead a misunderstanding in exten
uation of the act; but, tho great, aud only ob
ject of the whole movement, tke repeal oj the
Missouri Compromise and the opening oj Ne¬
braska to slave immigration, will be carefully
secured.

It is stated that the plotters havo counted
heads, and have no doubt of their power to

carry through the movement. Thore are seven¬

ty absentees, a large proportion of them being
opponents of tkr Bill, and the Nebraska men

do not scruple to tako advantage of theia ab¬
sence. The Administration, too, has been at
work. It is now understood that adhesion to
the policy of ropealiug the Missouri Compro¬
mise is made a test of fitness for office. Mem¬
bers are approached in various ways. We
know one from the West, who votod against
the reference of the Bill to the Committee ol

, the Whole on the state of the Union, and is
now committed to its support, who, we are in¬
formed, was hostile to the measure when it was
first introduced. Soro« three weekt after its in¬
troduction, kis brotker was appointed to a capi¬
tal tlerkskip in one of ike Bureaus. How far
his ohange of position is to be attributed to
fraternal love, the puhlio must judge.

Meantime, wheiever wo turn, rumors meet
. us that an active trade has l>een going on,
Exeoutive Intervention with Congress being
unscrupulously used to establish what may in
mookery be styled the policy of Non-interven¬
tion. The grand result is, that the repeal iner^
relying upon an accidental majority, propose,
if Madame Rumor do not terribly belie them,
to the House by surprise next Monday,
and foroc through a measure whioh could not
be psmnd were all the members present, and
whioh is notoriously odious in the eyes of nino-
tenths of the People of the United States.
The plot is an insult to the People. If at¬

tempted, it will be a fraud and cheat It is
difficult to conoeive how any man with one

grain of honesty or fair-dealing in his compo-
sition can harbor the base idea of participating
in it The friends of good faith in tho House
should make up their minds to baffle so abom¬
inable a soheme, at all hazards. There are

.ooagh of them, at least, to put in execution
the extraordinary means authorized by the
raise of the House, to defeat a scandalous at¬
tempt to oarry it by surprise and storm. Their
oooatitoeacies, the country, will expect them
to employ these at all hazards, and to
the lost extremity, until the People be effectu¬
ally aroused, and tl>c telegraph has summoned
oareless or recreant Represoutativcs to their
places. If ttiere be the right kind of spirit
among the opponents of repeal, the plot must
fail.
Meantime, let us call attention to the fact

that seventy members are now alswnt.a fact
disgracff.il to them, and evincing disloyalty
to their constituents No member has a right
to abaent himself, pending so vital a measure

as this Repeal Bill, and when he has been
warniid if the desperate purposes of its sup¬
porters, unless a matter of life and death calls
him away. *

A prominent characteristic of Congress >s its
fogaeity. Kon.et.mes a quorum oannot tie mus¬

tered to do hueness. During the protracted con¬

sideration of tho (Jadsden Treaty.a measure
of vaat magnitude, and strenuously opposed on

the ground of its gross corruption.only about
two-thirds of tho Senate have l»eeh present.
The newspapers reoorded twenty-eight votes
for its ratification, sixteen for its rejection.so

'that there must have been eighteen absentees
Private interests are never treated in thi<

manner. A olerk who should absent himself
from his post in a mercantile establishment
far weeks during the pressure of important
business, would receive his quietus The Rep¬
resentative who neglects his public business, to
look after hie private affairs, is unfit for his
place. If this outrageous plot to force through
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise should
toeooed, in oiiwuquenoe of the aliseiiteeism of
its Opponents, they should be banisl»ed from
public lite, nntil they have learned to under¬
stand its grave responsibilities.

THT. HOMMTKAD BILL

We ohsetvn that many people are under the
impression that the Homestend Hill will pass
the Senate. It is ungracious to disturb this
pleasing illusion, hut there is no use in deceiv¬
ing oursnives The Senatois from the Slave
States, with one or two exceptions, will vote

against it, and it is too much to expect si-rfh
wise and conservative gentlemen, as Mr.
Tonoey, and the Senator* ftom the State of
Camden and Amb»y, as the New Yorkers
phrase it, to countenance so radical and pro¬
gressive a meaMiro.

' We oemfess we have little hop* of tlie Public
Lands They are doomed, unless the People
choose to aood representatives to Congress, who
wifl protect them agtinst plundering, log lull¬
ing combinations
A homestead hill, if it could be passed

Would secure to the poor and landless snuto

thing from the wreck whioh these combinations
»u making of the pubho patrimony; bat the

Senate is in the way, nod, fur aught we can nee

t<> the contrary, wiil always be iu the way. It

in nut a Popular body in itd composition or in
its sympathies. It does not derive it* oxiuteuce
from the People, and itt* responsibility to the

I'eoplo is too remote and feeble to secure for
them a great weight in its deliberations. A

body that can pas* the Nebraska Hill, ratify
the Gadsden Treaty, and rejeot tho Homestead
Bill, needs reconstruction.

THE TEST OF OHTHODOXY IN THE SENATE.

Strange thingH are done in seorot session of
tho Senate, which the good People are not
often permitted to catch even a ghuipnc of.
Some sensation has recently been awakened
by the rejection of Mr. Angoll, a Hurnbumor
of New York, nominated for the Consulate at
Honolulu. The Public would have beon edi¬
fied, we prosume, had the prooeedingj iu the
coho boon open. So far an we can rousonfium
the known to the unknown, Mr. Angoll wan

rejected bocausc the majority of the Senate
wuh not satisfied that ho waa free from the
taint of Frco Soil, or Hound on tho Nebraska
Question. Ho had voted for Van Huron in
1848; subsequently, however, acted with the
Party in New York that placed itself upon the^
Baltimuro Platform, aud elected (Jenoral Pierce.
Like tho rent of hiH political associates, ho ac¬

cepted the tent, and was admitted to tho fel¬
lowship of the so-called Democratic Party.
Tho President, in pursuance of tho policy of
securing the allegiance of those who, in a par-
oxyun of excitement, arrayed themselves
against tho regular Baltimore nominations of
1848, accepting Mr. Angell's jiresent acqui¬
escence in the Baltimore Platform and sup¬
port of his Administration, as an evidenco of
his orthodoxy, nominated him for a consulate ;
but the majority of tho Senate, with a keener
(.cent for heresy, inferred, wo presume, from
tho antecedents of the nominee, ttiat ho was

not sound on the Nobruska Question, and bo

rejected him.
The Independent Democratic Senators, of

course, could have nothing to do in tho prem¬
ises. They could not with any consistency
vote for the ratification of a nomination which
would never have been made but for the repu¬
diation by the nominee of the doctrine and
policy which they and ho had supported in
common in 1848; and they could not vote
against it, when they saw that he was to bo
rejected because suspected still of a lingering
taint of l<ree Soil. With such nominations
they clearly have nothing to do. Let tho Ad¬
ministration Party settle for itnolf to what ex¬

tent a nun must humble himself for having
supj»orted the cause of Freedom and Free Soil
in lf}48, in other words, what must be tho na¬

ture and amount of tho expiation for that
deadly offence, requisite to qualify him for a

consulate, a |x>«t offine, a mail contract!
Meantime, will not our Democratic (') Senate

be gracious enough to permit the People to
look in on their proceedings in regard to nomi¬
nations, ho that they may learn what are the
necessary qualifications of an office-holder?
They are already aware that oapaeity and
honesty are rather minor considerations, and
that even fidelity to tho Party is somewhat at
a discount. VVhat, then, is it that governs the
majority of the Senate in its deoision ? If there
is a ( lass Interest that reigns supremo in that
body, and fidelity to its demands is an abeoluto
condition to the ratification of any nomination,
surely the Senate is too bold and honorable to
shrink from avowing the fact. We submit that
it is very cruel, especially to offioe-seekers, to
say nothing of the impolicy of the thing, to
keep this matter hidden from the People. To
make public the test, might have a softening
influence on the Anti-Slavery prejudices of our
fellow-oitixens, and especially dispose the office-
seekers to repent, in sackcloth and ashes, of
Free-Soilism, and to bring forth fruits meot for
repentance. Besides, the Senate might aoquire
a new hold on the affection* of the People.
Making the support of the repeal of tho Mis
souri Compromise a test of fitness for office,
would vindicate its solid consistency in the eye*
of mankind. It would show the same kind of
pluck and sagacity the President did, when,
through Mr. Cushing, he put his heel on Free
Soil, broke up the entemte cordial? lietween the
Huuker Democracy and tho Indefiendent De¬
mocracy in Massachusetts, defeated the new

Constitution, and gave the State to the Whig*.
That illustrious act of devotion to Slavery, ro-

gardlea* of consequences, we commend to tho
Senate. Let it emulate the bravery of that
great man, and avow publicly the test which it
now enforce* secretly.sohtnis-riun to Slavery
in general, and support of the Repeal of the
Missouri Compromise in particular, almoluto
conditions to the ratification by this body of
all nominations.

MAKE NEBRASKA AWD KANSAS FJtEF ITATFS

The,St. Louis Ameifpter den Wetlen*, a Ger¬
man newspaper, says:

A new, vast, fruitful Territory, on the west¬
ern boundaries of Missouri and Iowa, is at this
moment opened to immigration ; but at the
auroe time pitiable demagogues, who speculate
upon Southern vote* «t the next Presidential
election, make the lowest attempts to trans
plant the evil of Slavery into these new, free
Territories.

" The Nebraska bill of Douglas will be passed
in Congrew. for our Congress has long sinoo
censed paying any attention to pnblic opinion
and ths wishes .,f the people; it is, therefore,
tho concern of the citizens t > tako tho mattor
in hand, and make Nebraska a fret Territory,
and »t some future time afree State. For this
purpose, it is necessary that free labor should
immigrate in overwhelming mascot to Nebras¬
ka. and thus cut off all proepcct of slavehold-
ing preponderance in the futuro. We there-
tore propose the organination of Colonisation
Allocations in all States of the Union. These
association*, by eontributions of the mouthers
cansoon raise sufficient fonds to advance and
*w»st the imm,(rratwn of free lalntrerx to Ne
friotko Ut colonisation association* of free
laborers constitute themselves in all large eities
aesist the immigrants with adrioe and deeds
make contracts with steamboats to take the
laborers to the new territory for half price, an-

point ag< nts in those harbors where the immi
gration lands, who will oenduot the new com-
ers to the place of destination ; in short, show
bill one tenth part of the energy which the Afri
can Colon nation Society has sh^m for Liberia,
and Nebraska will beeoine and remain a free
State."

J

In Massachusetts, a company with a capital
of five millions is about to Ihi inoorfiorated, for
the promotion of the objects al>ove dcscrilted
This project has been attributed to Kli Thayer,
an enterprising eitisen of Worcester, and has

attracted the atteutioo of the people ot all New
England. The Boston Commonwealth contains
an appeal from a gentleman in New Hamp¬
shire, who sayu: " Let a oolony be established
ad far south aw possible, and thus hedge off

Slavery and keep it within itn present limits,
and it will never crow that hedge."
We are not ho sure of thiM; but, mh an auxil¬

iary means, the plan propos6d should nut be
disregarded. It in benevolont, practicable, and
safe, and would prove a blowing to all parties
interested, even without retereuce to the quos-
tion of Slavery.
THE BALTIMORE PLATFORM AND THE BILL
EOB THE BELIKE OE THE INDIGENT IN.
SANE.
The Baltimore Platform is constantly held

up as embracing the whole oiecd of Democ¬
racy, und belief or acqtiiesconoc in it is de¬
manded an a condition to fellowship iu the so-

called Democratic Party. General Fierce
plaoed himself upon it when ho accepted the
nomination for the Presidency, reaffirmed his
adhesion to it in his Inaugural, and announced
that conformity to it would bo the only tost
of friendship for his Administration. Since
then, his party, through State Conventions and
through its united press, has invested this plat¬
form with a certain kind of sanctity, pretend¬
ing to regard it with almost as much reverence

as the ancient .lows chcrished for the Deca¬
logue.

But it was easy to foe that tho great objoct
of all this devotion was to screen the system
of Slavery from disturbance. Tho ten com¬

mandments of tho Baltimore Platform resolved
themselves into this.thou shalt not question
the claims, limit tho power, restrict the area,
or interfere with tho policy, of the Slavo In¬
terest. All other sins may bo forgiven ; but
resistance to Slavery shall not be forgiven.
You may go for protection to the iron interests
of Pennsylvania, for improvement of rivers
and harbors, for using the money of the Pub¬
lic Troawury to enrioh private corporations,
for wasting the public lands in grants to rail¬
road speculations, and yet bo a good Deinoorat.
All these things are forbidden by the Balti¬
more Platform, but thoy are subordinate. The
one thing needful is, obedienoo to the article
on Slavery. When adhesion to tho Baltimore
Platform is demanded as a condition to party
fellowship or political proferment, it simply
means acquiescence in whatever olaim the
Slave Power may sot up.
We do not caricature. The politicians in

Washington know that our representation is
the exact truth.

Let us see how strictly the Baltimore Plat¬
form has been adhered to by a so-called Demo¬
cratic Senate Ind House, in the matter of the Bill
reported last week for the relief of the Indi¬
gent Insane. This Bill provides for the grant
of ten millions of acres of the public lands, to
the several States and Territories, to bo appor¬
tioned in tho compound ratio of their geo-
graphioal'area and representation in the House
of Representatives, and to be used by them
exclusively for the benefit of the indigent in¬
sane within their respective limits, as prescri¬
bed in the aot. The seoond sootion contains
the following provision : '

* "That the land aforesaid, after being sur¬
veyed, shall be apportioned to the several
States and Territories, in seotions or subdivis¬
ions of seotions; and whenever there are pub<
lie lands in a 8tato or Territory, worth one
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre.the value
of said lands to bo determined by the Gov¬
ernor of said State or Territory.the quantity
to which said State or Territory shall be enti¬
tled shall tie selected from such lands; and
the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed
to tssue to those States in which there are no

pid>ltc lands of the value of one dollar and
twenty-five ceuts per acre, land scrip to the
AMOUNT or THEIR DISTRIBUTIVE SHARES IN

| acres, under tho provisions of this act, said
SCRIP TO BE SOU) BY THE STATES, AND THE
PROCEEDS THEREOF APPI.IED TO THE USES
ANII PURPOSES PRESCRIBED IK THIS ACT," &Q.
The policy of the Bill, then, is tho old policy

of Land Distribution, tho public lands them¬
selves being distributed among some of the
States and Territories, and their prooeeds
among other States, in tho form of land scrip,
to be disposed of by them.

For this measure, Whigs and Democrat*, as

they are called, voted indiscriminately There
was little opposition in tho Senate; and in tho
House, where Mr. Bissell, a Baltifore Platform
man, had tho charge of it, it was summarily
put through by a vote of 81 to 53, no Party
being arrayed in opposition to it, but members
without distinction of Party, supporting it
Now, what says the Baltimore Platform,

which this Democratic Congress has Itcen at
such pains to consecrate ?

''VI. Restdved, That the proceeds of tho pub¬
lic lands are to be sacredly applied to the Na¬
tional objects specified in the Constitution; and
that irr are opposed to any lau> for the dittribu.
tion of "mh proceeds amimg the States, as a/ike
iiuipedient in policy and repugnant to the Con-
Mitution."

'' Opposed to any law for the distribution of
soch prooeeds among the States;" and yet the
men who swear by this declaration, havo just
Vbted for an aot making such distribution !

Ah-.it will be found that the only sacred
article in the nreed of the Baltimore Platform,
is that which makes Slavery tho oorner-

stone of the so-oalled Democratic Party of tho
Union.

Mrmoir or Kicimrh Williams, Surgeon Cate-
ehist to tli* Pfttagnnisi) Mimionsry Society in Ter-
ra del Knogn. By J Amos Hamilton. I). D. New
York Robert Carter A Brother*. For sale by
Gray A Bsllantyne. Washington, l>. C. I volume,
pp. 266. . ,

Thero is a moral grandeur in the self-sacri¬
fice of tho missionary of the Gospel, to whioh
the arena of earthly ambition presents no par¬
allel. We daily see men giving np everything
in the pursuit of gold; but fow are they who,
for Christ's sake alone, voluntarily exchange a

life of ease and luxury for one of privation and
suffering, without the possibility of earthly
emolument. Young says.
" That life in long which answer* life'* great end."
If this l» true, the brief life of Kiohard Wil¬
liams was longer than that of many who attain
to three soore years and ten. He has illustra¬
ted, in a remarkable manner, the strength of
love and the power of faith. While enduring
the most severe suffering, with the prospect of
a lingering and dreadful death l*foro him, his
simiI rested in perfect tranquillity upon God as

upon a Molt, sheltering itself trustingly under

the wing of Almighty Lot®, and joying even in
being permitted to Buffer for Christ's nuke.
Thud does God compensate his children who
deny themselves fiorn love to him, by inward
p,>uce and happiness, of which only thoee who
make such sacrifices can have any conception.
We cordially recommend the book to the

Christian reader. It would be hardly possible
to read these devout aspirations alter holiness,
intimate communings with God, and earnest
consecration of the whole soul and being to
the work of saving souls, without leeling im¬
pelled to a more faithlul and activo Christian
life. G-

Administration Defeat in Philadelphia.
It is well known that the Administration was
desirous that the Hon. Joliu Robbins, M. C-,
should be nominated as Mayor of 1 hiladel-
pl.ia, and had its agents in the Custom House
and Post Qffioo at work to accomplish that
end. The verv fact defeated the purpose in¬
tended. The Fh-mocraoy, di*gustod at Admin¬
istrative intorfercuce with local affairs, deter¬
mined to give it a pointed rebuke, which they
did, by the selection of the Hon. Richard » aux
sis their candidate, by a large majority. 1 he
Administration must try again Bomewhere
elsa.New" York Daily National Democrat.
May it not be asked, whether an Adminis

tration that oould interfere with the expression
of the popular will in Now York, Massachu¬
setts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, Connecti¬
cut, &o., would, from any oauso, refrain from
u.sing its most potent Btiuiulanti iu the United
States House of Representatives ? Look close¬
ly to the votoa of each member of that body,
uud look for the motives of some of thom.

COMMERCE UPON THE Ol'EAN..At a ban-
quet given in London to Lord Elgin, Governor
of Canada, Lord John Russell Bpoke ot the
possibility of tho political independence of
Canada, and tho continued friondly feelings of
die mother oountry. Lord Elgin replied, and
tlludod with kindness and respect to the Uni¬
ted States. Lord Elleemero toasted Mr. Bu¬
chanan, who said, among other good things.

«< | cannot suffer this occasion to pass with¬
out expressing my gratification with her Ma¬
jesty's wise and liberal declaration in favor of
naitral commercial rights during the existing
war. It is worthy ot the civilization ot the
nineteenth century, and worthy of the best
constitutional sovereign who has ever sat upon
the proud and powerful throne of Great Britain.

The time will arrivo when war against
private property upon tho ocean will be en¬

tirely proscribed by all oivilized nations, as it
hat already been upon land, and when the
gallant commanders of tho navies of the world
will esteem it as great a disgrace to rob a

peaceful merchant vessel upon the seas, aT the
general of an army would now do to plunder
the private house of an unoffendiug citizen.'
[Loud cheora.J
(£r"The miserable wretch, James Quinn,

was exocuted at Wilkesbarre yesterday, for
the murder of Mahala Wiggins, on a canal
boat, last fall. He met his fate with great in-
differenoe, and died almost without a struggle,
making no confession. If his death in this
manner would deter others from crime, there
would he something to reconcile a portion of
tho world to the strangling process.

Q3r" Tho number of emigrants that arrived
at the port of New York on Thursday, April
20, was 5,508. They may moot with a reluc¬
tant reoeptioo in our citios, but there are rich
lands, flowing rivers, and bright skies, in the
far West; and wherever a family of these peo¬
ple cultivate a hundred acres of this land, they
double the value of another hundred acres to
the north, to the south, to the east, and to tho
west, of them.

A dispatch from New Orleans states
that the steamer Black Warrior had arrived
there, with Havana dates to the lfith inst.
The authorities were civil towards the officers,
and permitted the ship to elear in transit after
office hours. But we suppose tho Black War-
rior had her papers all right this timo.

Committees of Conference of the two
Houses of the Pennsylvania Legislature, rela¬
tive to the Liquor Law, havo agreed upon a

plan for submitting the quostion to a vote of
the people.

The powder mill of John Conolly &Co.,
near Roohester, exploded on Thursday night.
The shock was terrific, shaking the whole city.
No lives were lost. The damage amounts to

$3,000. , _____

Qj?* A despatch from l«ouisvillo on the 20th
states that Judge Kincheloe had prohibited the
publication of the evidence in the case of the
brothers Ward, nntil after the trial is over.

(Jjjr"Thc ice was broken up in front of Mon¬
treal on the 20th, but had not moved down.
The river had still to be crossed in boats.

[j^*Tber® is a rage for Artesian wells in
Baltimore, for race horses at New Orloans, and
for marble monuments everywhere.

Theatrical 8wEA«iN«.-*-TWe New ^ ork
Mirror says that upon the stage of our most
fashionable theatres, and where ladies of re

finement congregate, profane expletives are

profusely sprinkled throughout the play, that
were never written by the author. We are

glad to see theatrical critics notice this prac¬
tice in a spirit of censure Many others havo
always been aware of tho disgraceful practice,
and shunned tha theatre wholly or partially
in consequence of this degrading and vulgar
abuse.

n

Tur. Inveterate BarnumAt New York,
yesterday, a prominent Wall street broker re¬

fused the notes of the Pequonock Bank, at

Bridgeport, Conn., but confidence was sul*o-

ipiently rentored by the publication of a card
by P. T. Barnum,-in which he stated that the
institution was in a most flourishing condition,
and pledged his entire fortune for twelve
months for its liabilities.

^

Wa*..Admiral Napier arrived at Copenha¬
gen on the <ith of April and mediately went
to the Danish Admiralty. He had
to his fleet the following oharactenst.c appeal

« Lads.war is declared against Russia The
enemy .s powerful. Let *»«*** ftn.Jyou will know how to dea with^ ^ouldhe remain in port, we will go and seek him.
Remember that sure and rapid firing&ins the

day. Sharpen your cutlasses, and the victory
will l>e onrs."

Flatlsry is a sort of >>«"! money, to which
vanity gives currency-

(oorymaH-r skcprkd it thi authok.J
Korth* National Kra

THE LEGAL TENURE OF 8LAVERY.
LETTER XII.

COLONIAL SLAVKRyTlLEGAL, BY DKCI8ION
OP THE COURT OP KING'S EKNOII.

To the friends of American Liberty:
1 promised to consider, in thin Lotter, the

bearings of Lord Munufiold's decision against
the Legality of Slavery in Knglarul, upon tho
Legal Tenure of Slavery in the Colonies of
England.
Two distinct yet olosely eonneoted topics

present themselves here. Tho first has respect
to the legal identity of the tenure of slave
property in England and in her Colouios, and
the Booond, to the jurisdiction of tho English
courts over colonial jurisprudenoo
The firHt qnotitiou, I think, is protty oasily

settled, in the light of the historical facts that
have boon presented. Tho Slavery of the Colo¬
nies originated in tho African slave trade. So
did the Slavery of the mother oountry. The
Slavery of the Colonies existed under the juris¬
diction of English oonimon law ; so did that of
the mother oountry. No adequate or valid
legislation (as has been shown) amounting to a
" municipal law" establishing Slavery, hud
takon place in tho Colonies, and there had
boon no such legislation in England.

So identical, indeed, was tho Slavery of the
mother oountry with that of the Colonies, t hat
the slaves of the former wore, for tho most
part, introduced from the latter, and were ac-

counted slaves in consequence of that circum¬
stance. Had they not been hold as slaves in
tho Colonies, they would not have been olaimed
and hold us slaves in England. The converse
would then seem to hold good, viz: If illegally
held in England, under a tenure derived from
tho Colonies, then the tenure undor which they
were hold in tho Colonies must have been do-
fce.tivo and invalid.
Tho only conceivable objection seems to be

this. It might be said that, though legally held
in the Coibnies, thoy became free on their arri¬
val in England, under English common law, or
natural law, having paasod out from under the
jurisdiction of ''municipal law" in tho Colo¬
nics. This objection ooncodos tho soundness of
our first position, viz: that* Slavery can exist
only by municipal law, and not under English
common law or natural law. It renders it in¬
cumbent on the colonial slaveholder to produce
tho positive "municipal" oolonial law, which,
as wo have soon, does not exist, or ha-; not been
found. If natural law or English common law
were incompatible with tho legality of Slavery
in England, then they were incompatible with
the legality of Slavery in the Colonies; so that
a judicial decision, in the Colonies, correspond¬
ing in principle with the decision of Lord
Mansfield in England, would have been proper,
and, if carried into effect, it would havo termi¬
nated Slavery in the Colonies.

Hut a socond topic of inquiry remains. Did
the judicial docision of Lord Mansfield bind
the Colonies, or did it bind only the'mother
oountry ?

If it bound only the mother oountry, thero
muBt have been some cause or reason why it
did not extend to the Colonies.to all the do¬
minions of Great Britain. What could that
came or reason be ?

It could not bo because tho Colonies were

independent of the mother country, for they
wore not so, and did not chum to be. It could
not be becansc tho Colonies wore not under the
jurisdiction of English oonimon law, for they
were undor its jurisdiction. It oonld net be
because tho Colonies or their Legislatures were
authorised, or wore oompetont, to enact laws
contrary to English common law, for this was
not the case. Lord Mansfield decided that
the oondition of Slavery was not compatible
with English oommon law. His decision there¬
fore was equivalent to a decision that Slavery
in the Colonics, under English oommon law,
was not legal. The oommon law would have
been a complete nullity in the Colonies, if a
decision against the legality of Slavery by the
Court of King's Bench in England, on the

{(round of its incompatibilty with the common
aw, did not determine and declare that Sla¬
very in tho Colonies was illegal. And if the
decision was not binding upon the Colonies,
then tho oommon law was not binding upon
them, which, we know, was oontrar^ to the
fact But this absurdity must, be received as

a trustworthy exposition of law, or else it must
be admitted that the decision of. I.ord Mans¬
field was a decision against the legality of Sla¬
very in the Colonios.
And we know that this was the understand¬

ing at the time, in England, among those who
were in sympathy with tho decision. Witness
tlie following:
"Immediately after the trial," (». e. of the

Somerset case,) " Mr. Sharp felt it his duty to
write to Lord North, then principal Minister
of State, morning him, in the most earnest
manner, to abolish, immediately, both the slave
trade and the Slavery of the human specics, in

all the British dominions, as utterly ilTMOnci-
lablc with the Rriti'h Constitution and the es¬

tablished religion of the land.''*
Let it be notioed that thi* was not a petition

to Parliamont, for the abolition of Colonial
Slavery, but a demand on the Prime Minister
for its summary exeoutive suppn ssion, under
the decision of Lord Mansfield. Let it be no¬

tioed, further, that the approving reoord of thin,
by Thomas Ci.arkson. identifies Am name with
that of Granvili.p. Sharp, in the expression of.
the sentiment.

It is true that tho measure was not carried
out (and, by tho by, there were one or two

Ingal decisions against Slavery in Massachu¬
setts Itofore tho measure was narricd out, in its
suppression!.as there had l>eon one similar
decision in England before that of Lord Mann-
field, in the early part of Qooen Elizabeth's
reign.f Laws are not always enforced ) Tho
slaves in tho Colonies had no Granville Sharp,
to bring their causes into court. Perhaps the
difficulties resulting in the American Revolu¬
tion prevented the enforcement of tho decision
in tho Colonic*. The legal fact, and the legal
effects of it, nevertheless, remained.
The same viow was revived, and dissemina¬

ted in England, preliminary to tho almlition of
British colonial Slavery in the West Indies,
and as a principal means Of urging onward
that measure. Thomas Clarkson, in his old
ago, wrote a pamphlet, in which he maintained
that thero was not, and neivr had hein. any
Lf.ual Slavery in tho Colonies. uThe plant¬
ers," said he, "can neither prove a moral nor

a legal right to their slaves." The prevalence
of tnis sentiment in England was identified
with tho act of Emancipation, t And there
aro good grounds for the belief, that if Parlia¬
mentary interference had l»een much longer
delayed, the measure would have been carried,
and without any compensation, by a judicial
decision, declaring colonial Slavory illegal ||
Intelligent English lawyers do not now sneak
of West India Slavery as having over hern
legal.

Chief Justice Shaw, of Massachusetts, in
giving the opinion of tho court in tho case of
tho Commonwealth M. Thomas Aves, in 1833,
advertod to tho'judicial abolition of Slavory in
Massaohnsetts, koine time during the last oon-

tury, and remarked, that it was unoertain
whether this decision was an " adoption of the
opinion in Somerset s case, as a declaration of'
modification of common law, or by the Doela
ration of Independence, or the (State) Constitu¬
tion".thus intimating that either of them
would havo been sufficient for the purpose 1i

I conclude, thon, that the decision of Lord
Mansfield in tho Somerfot case in 1772, only
alxiut four years previous to the l>oolarati<ni ol

Independence, was equivalent to a judicial

fcijwatico of Ih. Ubfflltj of SlMor, iolb.
Colonioa and that the doowion was legallyS r»Zl them- SO Itot *>U «".'».L uWdoriog the "hole pon^ tf
oial dependence, and up to the y*
17
And I At-k the friend, of American Liberty to

bear in mind that (:u» has b^nHhowrithevi^rio« gained over >lavery in W*nd^w tbe
African slave trade, and oyer Hnt.ah WestIn¬
dia (and 1 might add, Knst India)
have been gained in connection with e P
mitigation of Moutimoiito adverse to the y
of the slave trade and Slavery in the British
dominion*. Wh.liam (ioodki.i..

# Olarkion's llist.. p. 44.
t In tbe case of James vs. Lecbmore, in li70, six

years before the Declaration of Independence, an.t
iwo yearn before tbo dominion of Lord Mansfield in
the Somerset oas*, the Supreme Court of Mossaahu-
setts denied the right of a master to hold a .Uv®,
upon the same grounds, substantially, upon wbiob
Lord Manslielil discharged Somerset .Washburn h

.ludioial History of Massachusetts, p 202.
This caso, while it confirms my view of the illegal¬

ity of Slavery in the colonies, and the identity ot ten¬
ure between Knglish and Colonial Slavery, may serve

also to ox pose the current fallacy, thut the undisturb
ed and continuous practin of Slavery, and the con¬
nivance of the public authorities, prove ft to be UgtU
No abuses are more palpable or more inverate than
those that take shelter under custom, precedent,great names, and public functionaries, under decep-

^Seo^ushwortb's Collections, p. 4fiK. It was tho
case of a slave, or'serf, brought from llu»ia.

i "Slavery and Anti-Slavery," p.
II '. American Slavo Code." Note ou p. 270. 1 he

act of Kuiancipation, accordingly, did not rmeal, or

assume to repeal, any fitting loirs, either Colonial
or British. It only provided for the suppression ot
an existing custom or practice, the same as in the
act suppressing the African slave trade fhfse
statements are mado on authority of J ohn Sooble.
late Secretary of tho British and Foreign Anti-Sla-
very Society, London.

_^| " Slavery and Anti-Slavery, p. 111.

THE EMIGRANTS' AID' 80CIETY.

From the Worcester (Mass.) Daily Spy of April 18.|
We have before stated, in our legislative re¬

port, that a hill had been reported in the Le¬
gislature. to incorporate tho " Emigrant's Aid
Association." Tbe petitioners asked for a cap
ital of #10,000,000. The committeo reported
a bill giving them a capital ol $5,000,000, real
estate in tho Commonwealth not exceeding
$20,000, in eharea of $100 each, not more than
$4 per share to bo aseetwod the present year,
and not more than $10 a year in any one year
thereafter.
The corporators are B. C. Clark, Isaac Ltv-

ormore, Charles Allen, Isaac Davis, Wm. G.
Gates, Stephen C. Phillips, C. C. H^zowoll, R.
H. Bullooh,.Hienry Wilson, James S. Whitney,
Samuel E. Sowall, Samuel G. Howe, James
Holland, Moses Kimball, James O. Green, F
W. Bird, Otis Clapp, Anson Burlingame, Kli
Thayer, Otis Rich, and their associates, sucecs-
sors, and assigns, and they belong indiscrimi¬
nately to all parties.
Tho incorporation of nn Emigrant's Aid As¬

sociation, by the Legislature ol Massachusetts,
with an ample capital, and the enlistment ol
men of lar^o experience and great influence,
in the enterprise of establishing colonies of
free men in the Icrtilo territories of the West,
is the commencement of an undertaking front
which great and beneficial results arc suro to
follow. From what ^e know of the move

merit, as it has thus far develojied itself, and of
the men who are foremost in carrying it for¬
ward wo have every reason to boliove that the
present season will not bo suffered to pass
away, without tho maturing of a regular plan
of emigration, by whioh towns and villages of
free laborers will bo made to spring up in that
magnificent heritage, one after another, in rap
id eucoession.towns which will be peopled
with a liberty-loving population, whom slave¬
holders oannot seduce from their allegiance to
free institutions, and who will establish upon
a firm foundation, as the basis of their State
organisations, the great republican doctrine Of
the equality of all men belore the law, as they
are all equal before God.
There are thousands of young men in New

England, just starting in the race of life, who
are ready for any hardship, or any adventure,
where honor or the hope of profit leads tho
way. There are thousands anil tens of thoti-
nands daily landed upon our shores, from the
old world, seeking an asylum here from the
tyranous institutions whioh have crushcd and
impoverished them in the lands of their nativ¬
ity, and to all such, tho Emigrant's Aid Society
will have moro than words of hoj.e and en¬

couragement. It* agencies in every gret»t
Northern city of tho Union, conducted by rc-

aponeihle mon, devoting their whole time and
energies to the furthoranoo of the objects of
the society, will be ready tit all times to fur
nish the needed information, as to the locali¬
ties, soil, climate, and productions, to all who
may desire to avail themselves of it. Ther
villi b« able to direct, by these and other faoil
ities whioh they will always have on hand,
such a torrent of emigration into those sparK?
ly settled territories, as will make the air re-
Hound with tho hum of productive industry,
and tbe prairios smile with harvtwts as luxu¬
riant as ever rewarded the toil of tho husband-

TheTrue Way to Rise in the Wori.d.
It is only by plodding, active habits of indus¬
try that we oan hope to win our way through
life. The race may b« arduous, hot it is one
which will well repay the competitor Barrow
justly says."A noble heart will disdain to
snljsist, like a drone, uptn honey gathered by
other1 labors; like a vermin, to filoh its food
out of the public granary ; or like a shark, to

prey on the lessor fry; but will rather ootdo
his private obligations to other men's caro and
toil by considerable service and bencfioence to
the public. For there is no calling of any
wrt, from tho sceptre to the spade, the man¬

agement whereof, with any good success, any
credit, anv satisfaction, doth not demand much
work of the head, or of tho hands, or of both.'
Milton, who, during nn aotivc life in tho most
troublesome times, was uncoaxing in the culti¬
vation of his understanding, thus dooribes his
own habits: M Those morning haunts are where
they should lie, at homo, not stooping or conooct-
ing the surfeits of an irregular feast, but up and
stirring ; in winter, often ere the sound of any
bell awake men to labor or devotion. In sura

mer, as ofc with the bird that first arouses, or

not much tardier, to read good authors, or
cause them to 1* read, till the attention be
weary, or memory bate its full fraught; then
with useful and genorous labors preserving the
body's health and hardiness, to render light
Nome, clear, and not lumpish obedience to the
mind, to tbe cause of religion, and our oountrv s

liberty," Any man who does not profit by
such noble exampl* is an enemy to the public
weal.

_

American Debt Abroad.The London
Time* impeaches tbe correctness of the Troan
.ry returns of tho amount of funded indebted
ness of tho United States abroad. It complains
that in the returns given by the four repudia-
tinc States of Mississippi, Michigan, Florida,
and Arkansas, the amount* held by foreigner*
are either suppressed or falsified Illinois
which is put down as a defaulting State, with¬
holds the particulars as to where the sufferer*
from her oourso are chic fly to be found. Reck¬
oning these with other omissions, the impres
aion of the Times is, that instead of the Stale
stocks held out of tho oountry boing put at

£14,586,000, tho sum "should l>o at least
£22,58.5,000, oven without making full allow
ance for arrears of interest &e. . he total ol
all k:nds of United Slates securities abroad
may therefore be assumed to l»o littlo short ol
£49,000,000. or about ft fifth of tho entire total
of jC235 «»00,00i».

nms.
The opponent* of the Nebraska bill should

remember that vigilauce in tho price ul' liberty.
1 here may be no spiritual manifestations

oonnccted with table rapping ; but if there ato

phenomena, they ought to be investigated.
i lie Mayor and Aldermen of New Bedford

have very properly directed the polioo to de-
"troy all dogs found running at largo without
muzzle.".
A petition in in circulation in New Bedford,

asking the Mayor and Aldormon to place tho
names of oolored citizen* in tue jury-box.
At a late trial, tho dofenderit, who wan not

familiar with tho multitude of words which the
law employs to mako a trilling charge, after
listening awhile to the reading of the indict¬
ment, jumped up and said, u them 'ere allega¬
tions is fals », and that 'ere alligator knows it!''
At a cost to the United States of only #400,

a location has boon selected for a Penitentiary
in Utah. Congress has appropriated #;!<),000
for building this establishment. The site se¬
lected is five miles north of Salt Lako city.
Mining is now actively progressing in the

Maryland coal regions. Sixteen thousand tons
wore forwarded last week.

From the Richmond (Virginia) Enquirer.
THE COMMERCIAL COJTVKNTIOK.

We apprehend tho most zealous championof Southern interests will be oonstrained to
acknowledge that tho Charleston Convention
was an abortion, if not something worse.
For ourselves, we liavo no great confidence

in the efficacy of Conventions, as an instrument
for stimulating and directing public sentiment.
Experience justifies our distrust. In the South
we have had scores of Conventions, contem¬
plating as many different objects, and in no

single instance has any practical result been
achieved. 1 hey arc admirable inventions for
exhuming defunct politicians; and they afford
a convenient theatre for the display of an elo¬
quence for which ambitious young gentlemen
lind no utterance in tho halld of legislation or
the courts of justice. But they are not much
frequented by men who have other employ¬
ment, nor do they .commonly contribute any¬
thing to the stock of human wisdom. At best,
thev bring forth only preambles and platforms',and it is yot to bo demonstrated that there is
any virtue in a "whereas" or a "resolve'''
The Charleston Convention furnishes no excep¬
tion to the uniform testimony of experience,
that the most profuse expenditure of words
and of wine, the most eloquent utterance of
patriotic sentiment and desperate design, gobut a littlo way towards consummating any
scheme of politioalor commercial iuiprovomeut.
We do not appreciate the nocessity of these

Southern Conventions. We do not admit that
the South is in such deplorable, plight that a

periodic consultation must bo held over its
prostrate l>ody, with a view to determine the
best means for reviving its sinking fortunes.
On tho contrary, it seems to us that the South
is in an eminently happy and prosperous con¬
dition. But, if this were not so, the profitless
declamation of a Convention would hardly
remedy the matter. The relations and con¬
ditions of comrnoroe aro^overoed by the laws
of trsdc, and it is impossible to frustrate their
operation by any artificial contrivance. It
would not be less irrational for tho North to
complain that sho doos not produce as much
cotton as the South, than it is for the South to
complain that the North has the advantage in
tho facilities of commerce.' If it bo cheapest
and best that the South should transact its
own exchanges, no Convention will |>o neces¬

sary to ascertain the fact. Private interest,
with unerring instinct, will soon enough dis¬
cover the advantage, and turn it to account.

It may be said that these Conventions are
noceseary to ascertain and embody public wn-
timent What, then, is the function of the
Press ? And can we suppose that tho State
Legislatures are so delinquent that a Conven¬
tion of volunteer statesmen must look after the
public interests 1 The Charleston Convention
suggested the expediency of a diroct tradw l>e-
tween the ports of the South and tho foreign
market; bitf this was long since determined
by the Legislature of Virginia, and we doubt if
the movement will be at all accelerated by the
most swelling resolution of a body of enthusi¬
astic but irresponsible gentlemen.

Special and peculiar causes made the Con¬
vention at Charleston a ridioulous blunder..
From beginning to end, tho thing was managed'
and controired by politicians.

In contemplating the action of the Charles¬
ton Convention, but one thing strikes us as de¬
serving commendation. The oonduoft of the
Virginia delegation was worthy of the State.
Tho princely hospitality of tlie |x>ople of

Charleston reflects infinite credit on their taste
and their liberality, r.nd stands in advanta¬
geous contrast to the barren results and prosy
declamation of the Convention. Our only ap-
prehension is, that such delicate attention and
such richly laden tables may |«-rpctiiat« tho
nnisanoo of " Southern Commercial Conven¬
tions."

" Capture" or a Russian Vkmcl..A let-
tor from Waterford,/published in the Tippo-
rary Free Press, gives tho following version of
tho seizure of the Russian ship Norden

*' We havo had an affair here which might
well be callod 'serio-comic,'partaking, in some
degree, of the warlike and the ridioulous. It
Appears that a rejsirt of a Russian merchant
ves*ol being seen (ff the coast caused our rev¬
enue outtcr. well manned and armed, to pro¬
ceed immediately out to givo a good account of
her. High expectations of a rich priae choer-
ed tho hearts of our jolly and gallant tars,
who, the moment thoy liovo iu sight, 'gave her
a shot in the locker, soon after Itoardcd her,
and hauled down at ones the Russian flag,
giving three cheers for the (Jueen and a stavtt
of'Rule Britannia' in prime style. The cap¬
tain of the brig quietly submitted to his con¬

querors, and unresistingly suffered his d<>> med
nhip to be steered into port What a singular
circumstance, that the first bloodless victory
over the Autmirat ol all the Russia* should tie
thus achieved within the view of tho old tufts
iniotia! No uondor that feelings of prido
and oxultation should predominate, but, alas'»
they wero only of short duration; for when
the Russian captain found it oonveniont to
mako himself intelligible to bin captors, they
discovered, to their great dismay and disap¬
pointment, that 'they had only caught a tar¬
tar,' who had cunningly, the night before,
struck a bargain for l»oth ship and cargo, with
a Waterford merchant, for a sum said to be
undor X'3,000.''.London Times, April 4.

A Chain Fi.kxt..Tho Chicago Journal of
Wednesday last records tho departure of quite
a fleet of vessels from that port, all loaded
with grain, for Buffalo and Oswego. The tleet
numbered nineteen vessels, (three barques, six
brigs, and ten schooners ) having on board
260,120 hnshels.of which 208,332 bushels
wero of onro. 32,»3f» bushels of wheat, and the
balance barley find oats. Of the wholo quan¬
tity, over 213,000 bushels wont to Buffalo.

Franklin Pierco still continues to forward
his "aJfechovaU regard*,'' to the Fire Soil
members of our legislature. One of these doc¬
uments was shown us on Monday by a mem¬
ber from this county.

Mantktsler (N. If ) Drmotrnl.

I he more any nation traffics, upon free and >
honest principles, the le« it will bo in danger *'

ol war ..( W-f/m.
<
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